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Education at its core is about 

recognizing, understanding and creating 
patterns and systems capable of 
ansforming people, families, ecosystems, 
communities, etc from conditions of being  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

poor to those of self reliance and 
development. Even though there is no 
nation that is completely developed, the 
urge to bring out the best that is possible in 
a nation’s human and material 
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endowments informs regenerating 
education in developing nations 
particularly, in Nigeria as a tool for 
poverty eradication and national 
development. This is because Nigeria is 
rich in human and natural resources but is 
still one of the poorest and under 
development nations of the world. 
Regenerating education is an  inter-
disciplinary approach that demands a new 
paradigm for education itself and is not an 
over night project. It requires transforming 
our education system away from abstract 
teaching to hands-on and value-adding 
learning. It begins with teacher, students 
and the entire citizens understanding and 
learning about their nation by developing 
national consciousness or intelligence. 
Through these interconnections and 
awareness of the interdependence of 
economy, education, health resource use 
and land, the schools become the tool for 
poverty eradication and sustainable 
national development.  
 
What then is Poverty? 

To Allen and Delahunty (2002), 
“Poverty is the state of being poor, a lack 
of money or resources”. This entails not 
just having low income but illiteracy. It is 
a multidimensional social phenomenon 
that can be analytically divided into two 
main dimensions; income poverty, which 
is the lack of income necessary to satisfy 
basic needs; and human poverty which is 
the lack of human capabilities like life 
expectancy, maternal health, education, 
nutrition, clean water and perceptions of 
well-being (UNDP, 2003). Discrimination 
on the grounds of gender, disability, age or 

ill health increase vulnerability to poverty 
as do national or human caused shocks like 
drought, floods, market collapses or 
conflicts.  

 
Poverty Eradication 

There are several global initiatives 
focused on poverty eradication that Nigeria 
and other African countries have pledged 
commitment to implement. Governments 
at the World  Summit for Social 
Development held in  Copenhagen, 
Denmark in 1995, pledged to eradicate 
poverty through decisive national actions.  
In September, 2000, the 189 member 
countries  (Nigeria inclusive) of the United 
Nations in the Millennium Summit 
adopted 8 Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), committing themselves to 
making substantial progress towards the 
eradication of poverty and achieving other 
human development goals by 2015 
(Todaro & Smith, 2009). In the contest of 
thee Beijing Declaration and platform for 
Action, Governments agreed to promote 
gender mainstreaming in all policies and 
programme including those aimed at 
poverty eradication (ECA, 2004). At the 
National level, Nigeria has developed 
strategies like National Economic 
Empowerment  and Development strategy 
(NEEDS), Poverty Alleviation 
Programme, etc. It has also enjoins the 
international community to support 
NEPAD, including its key objective of 
eradicating poverty. 

 
National Development 
 Development can be seen in terms 
of reduction in the levels of poverty, 
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illiteracy unemployment and income 
inequality. 
  

Aziza (1998) emphasized that 
national development encompasses social 
and political development as well as 
economic development which is defined as 
the attainment of a number of ideas of 
modernization such as rise in productivity, 
social and economic equality, and 
improved institutions and values. 

 
National development is a 

multidimensional process that involves the 
economic, social and political systems of a 
nation. In fact, it is the ability of a country 
to improve the social welfare of her 
people. 

 
The main objective of 

development is to raise the standard of 
living and the general well being of the 
people in the economy where almost 
everybody is broken away from the circle 
of poverty and is self-reliant.  
 
The Role of Education in poverty 
Eradication and National Development 
in Nigeria 
 

Education is essential for a 
satisfying and rewarding life; it is 
fundamentals to the broader notion 
expanded human capabilities that lie at the 
heart of the meaning of poverty eradication 
and development. At the same time, 
Education plays a key role in the ability of 
a developing country like Nigeria to absorb 
modern technology and develop the 
capacity for self-sustaining development. 

Even though the gap between education 
and poverty in Nigeria remains large and 
further efforts to bridge the gap prove 
difficult, the progress to date of education 
is unmistakable as the last decade 
witnessed a education is unprecedented 
extension of literacy and other basic 
education to a majority of people in the 
nation.  Let us then consider the 
relationship between income on one hand 
and education on the other.  Despite their 
close relationship (to poverty eradication), 
it will be acknowledged that higher 
household income is a lesser guarantee of 
eradicating poverty to improved education 
as improved education help families 
escape some of the vicious circles of 
poverty in which they are trapped.  At the 
same time, the most important root cause 
of poverty is illiteracy and poverty itself.  

 
Evidence show through policies 

adopted in Nigeria to alleviate poverty fail 
because even when you raise income 
without a corresponding improvement in 
the people’s  education/literacy, such 
income increases do not make great impact 
of eradicating poverty and creating 
development. But in most cases, cause 
household choices to widen the gap 
between incomes and standard of living (in 
terms of health, nutrition, self esteem, etc) 
of the people.  
 Education, which is an instrument 
per excellence for the effective eradication 
of poverty and the attainment of national 
development in Nigeria is besiege by a 
number of obstacles such as poor 
remuneration for teaches, poor follow-up 
and continuity in educational policies by 
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government and political instability which 
have been major factors in the nation’s 
weak educational sector, thereby posing a 
major challenge poverty eradication; poor 
quality of teachers to man the sector, poor 
attitude to learn on the part of students, etc 
are all factor affecting the educational 
sector. 
 
Conclusion   
 This paper has been able to 
highlight and discuss the pivotal role of 
education in poverty eradication and 
national development. Consequent upon 
the discussion above, this paper is of the 
opinion that if the recommendations 
written above are adhered to, education can 
lead to poverty eradication and in the long 
run, the attainment of national 
development. 
 
Recommendations 
 For Nigerians to eradicate poverty 
and contribute  their quota to the national 
development. There is need for skill 
acquisition and training to people of all 
ages, without discrimination on the ground 
of gender, disability, family background or 
tribe. In doing this, there is used to do the 
following;  

i. Both government and Non 
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) 

ii. Should pay attention to increasing the 
quality of education and training by 
putting its priorities rights; paying 
teachers remuneration when due, 
reviewing teachers legislation that 
relate to wage-related taxation and the 
simplification of pension arrangements 
for teacher.  

iii. There should be consistent educational 
policy follow-up backed by legislation 
that makes it mandatory for all 
governments, mindless of their policies 
status and all necessary 
materials/equipment and infrastructure 
should be made available.  

iv. Qualified teachers proficient in theory 
and practices of education (at all 
levels) should be employed to improve 
the quality of teaching and learning for 
proper development of individuals to 
become self-reliant, realize their 
potentials and so contribute to national 
development teachers’ on-the –job 
training programmes should be 
encouraged and supported to keep 
them informed of innovations in the 
sector, also, conducive atmosphere for 
teaching and learning should be 
provided.  

v. Poverty eradication strategies should 
aim at promoting equal opportunities 
for all, especially women. When 
women are empowered through 
education to live full and productive 
lives, children are lifted out of poverty. 
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